MAHATMA ON VYKOM STRUGGLE
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. BOVBAY, Muay 18.

‘. Baturday Hlustrates what great strain
Mabatma;i has beguu to pase throughl
even when he i3 couvalescing. In the

mworning for mere than a couple of hours
be was eagaged in discussing the Vykom
moyement  with the membets of  the
‘Batysgraha Deputation, That over, and
_sfter some time, Deshbandn Las, Mrs.
Das, Pondit Motilal Nebru, Dr. Monje,
Mr. Juyakar, and Ahdul Kalam Azad ar-
rived, with whom he discussed the Cour.
cil queetion till the evening. It was past
six o’clonk when Mahatmajl reveived the
roprescutative of the “Uindu’’ for an
inbgrviow after disposing of a few more
iuitors.

In the course of the inderviow Mahat.
winjl mude a statoment on ths Vykom
“movement to the ¢ Hindu'’ represcutative
in ‘the presence of the Vykom Doputa.
tion members expressing his full faith in
the movement. Mahatmeji econcluded the
statement saylng: *‘XI have mo  doubt
whateosver that, if the organieors con-
finpe the struggle in the same peaceful
mauner a8 they have done, aceepting the
routrictions which I have suggosted and
if they are thinking of pustaining the
strugele for an indefinite peried thoir
eiforts must be crowned with surcess. I
cannot however lay too much giress up.
on the fact that Batywgrabs is a process
ol convarsion und therefore the organl.
scrs must ever alm al changing. the
hesrt of the. oppeneuts.”

WHY NON.HINDU ASSISTANCE
SHOULD BE REFUSED.

Our representalive asked: Are you ia
& positien {0 make any statcmond about
your discussions with the  deputation
that hae cowme to you frum Vykom? A

Mahatmaji replied in slow nccente: 1
think that our Qdlecussions are now prae_
theally closed and I um satisfied that the
wavement hus boen e¢srried on by the
atganisers ln an orderly and won-violent
scanner. The steadiness with which they
haye conducted it has drawn the atten.
tion of the whelo of the Indiun publie,
All thls tu certainly to the good, but af.
ter haviug folly  discussed with  the
friends from Vykom the position, I still
entertain the opinlen that  Satyrgraba
should be confined to the Mincus anly
mad that, toe, as far us possible to the
wolunteers draws from RKorala, and a*
the mest, from the Madras Presidencs.
Butyagraha in its iatenseat  form goes
dsppor and therefore necessarily covers
& vory small surface. Let ma make my
meaning elear. The purer the organisers
tha strouger und move effoctive is theiv
Satyugraha and therefore. when the o-_
gaaizers of Satvagraha extend the boun-
dary Jiue it ie veully up admisgion of
ono's weuknosy, sot af the cause, byt
of the persons orgavised. T think 1 have
eaid sufiicieatiy {p the pages of ‘‘Youug
India” to show why non Hindus cannot
possibly offe. Satyagraha in respeet of
a religions quustioa which is .cxelusively )
Hindu, T belisve that my friends  Yave
scen the foreo of my argumprt. If I
¢ould ponaibly persuade Ahd Christian and
Mahomedsn, sywysthivers who had gone
te jait sy Balyagrahls 1 will ask them
2 tell tha .nuthorities that they affered
Batyagrohi i ervor sand thai therefore
it tho sutheritios intended to discharga
thern they might do sc boeause  they
would nod ecourt grrest in tho cause of
the vatounchadle HMuudus. I aw daliberate.
Iy wesiug tha term untouchabla  Hiudus,
booause I understand that in the Syrian
Christiane of Malabar there gro untoych.
abio Clristisus ulwo. But as the pregeut
Butyagraks is not being  offered un be.
balf of thy umtouchable Christians, the
macrifics of Messre. Joseph, Sebustian sad
Abdur Rahin: carries we merit with it,

TRE SIKH KITCREN.

8o far us the Bikh Kiteben ia concern.
ed, that it Iy not only out of place dut
#t s bermful to the cause and to  the
self respect of the people of  Kerala.
Harwmtul to the esuss beeausq it weakens
tho atreugih of the sacrifice of the vo.
Innteers and it must unSecessarily irri.
tatg that portiom of the orthodox Hindus
mho are hostile to the reform, It iv hans. -
2 to the selfrespect of the Xuralu peo.

1o Lesavse wmthinkingly they partake of

o food dlsiributed by the 8ikh €riends:
It our oaly be regarded as charity. 1
onxnot ‘but rogard that i large number
of poopls who ars well able f¢  feed
themecives could fead thymaelves at the
Musben and uswilliegly be poriakers of
Bharity of which they do pot Mand in
noed and this, 1 sny, trreapective of the
20t whetler Bikks b degurded aw -
part of the Hindu seelety or not. I
mould expret the Kerola frieuds to have
woll-roapeet aud ‘ecurage wnongh ceurse.
omly ic dec'ine sich asslatance even if

asian  Findus offered to establish

h 1 can conceive the  possidility
wad woceasiiy of snch & kitehen in Y
famine siricken aren where peoplo are

AURSTION OF PECUNIARY HELY.

. Ae % the pocusisry help frem cutside
[ de vea'y the opipien that the Kerala
fricods sbould nsither seeX mor receive,
pren if it o offered unmought, pecuniary
rgistanes from Mindup dr othiers outaids
We Madras Prestdency. Taey only, if
Wy a5 need 4, spel tha peeunlary ns.
Mytadse from the Mhindus of the Mawlris
Preaidanay. Of eourse the Kerala peo.
o dietributed all gver India are hound
'f. they wpyrove of the struggle to acnd
i the fpancial asmistanoe that they .can
W’ e organisers of the movement.

My friends agked me whether I hud
iprested #p oplulon to the effoct taat
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in 9 day er two.

the Kcrala Oongress Oommittes should
not have tuken up the question, My
sngwer to them was that, if the qusetion
sliould have been takea up at all, the
Congress Commiticos should have  been
the flrst bhody to take it up beeanse it
{s' pledged to briug ahout the remeval
of untouchability by all peaceful and
legitimate means, But the Cougress tak-
tug it vp eannot nnd does not wean that
pon. Hiudus can or ought to participate
in Fatyagraha, They can only give their
moral support, ‘ :

1 have no doubt whabyoever that if the

orzanisers continue the struggle in the}

samae peacefyl manner as they have done,
accept the restrictions which I have

suggeated and if they are thinking of]

dustaining the struggle for an iudefinito
pericd their efforts must be crowned
with success, 1 eannoi, however, lay too
much streas upon the fact that Satys-
graha is & process of  econveralon snd
therefore organisers must -ever aim at
chauging the heart of their opponents.

Q:—“Have you seen & cablp sent by
the ‘‘Daily Telagraph’s’’ eorrespondent
{n Indin to the effect that you have de-
cided to take the lead at the next Con-
grees on the platform for securing a ma-
jority in the Assembly and Councils
replacing tutile rejection of the budget
by a pregrammme ecombining co-operation
in carrying on essential services with
persistent demands backed by cons's
tent  aud substantial - majorities for
tpeedy exteusion and recasting of re-
forms and speeding up
of Indirnisstion ineluding the
army¥ In view of such deliterate
misrepresentation  prompted by a de
sirc to diseredit the Bwaralista in Par-
tioular and the Indian Natiomal move-
nent {n géneral and in view of  the
thick lgnorance which prevails in Eug-
land regarding the real alms of the
movement don’t you think that an In-
dian Buresu should be -estadblished in
England for the dissemination of the
truth regarding Indiat llave you revised
your viewy gince Nagpur? If£ the expenas
of maintaining sueh & bureau wiil he
too heavy, should not s small anbsidy be
paid from Congreas funds to some in-
diridual who 1is willing to undertake
the work!"’

A =1 did see the cablegram, but 1
thought that nobody would attach the
silghtest lmportanee o it or credit me
with the views about ¢o-operation sush
an are imputed to me ip the cable. As
I have sald so often, I am personally
coger and anxious to offer co-operation,
but I am more cager and more anxious
to strengthen the forees of mon-co-obw-
ration till there is the slightest poassible
indication ¢f & chaunge of heart of which
hithertc 1 have seen no sign whatsoever,
I retain the @me views about g publl
clty bureau ‘P be maintained or svb-
sidised in Londoa for the purpose of ron-
tradicting misgstatements that may ap-
pear I the Writish press. T am atill of
opinfou that wv " wmisrepresentution or
Thissiatoment cam possibly do us any
harm if we are oureclves stroag and

sound. Conversely no patroujsing or fa-l

vourable notice of oup demandy in the
Dritish or the fareign press can be of
any wvail to us if we are oursclves wenk,
disorganisted amd not prepared to pive
buttle to the CGlavernment. Therefore
every rupec that we can shars 1 would
utilise for the Khaddar pronaganda for
sutional Behools and for other pnrta
of tho eonstruetive Lrogramnie,

Q:—You must have sean that resorl
te so-eallad
fraquenag in the eouatry not only in
conuestion with politienl grieviuees hut
purcly religions or socially. Don't you
think that thero Is danger of the aduse
of this weapon and “Dnrggrah” instead
of “Satyagruh’’ welng pructized for {1.
legitimate endes? Can you luy dowu any
rules for Butyagranis at Jesst those who
follow the Congrews lead?

"A POWERFUL .AND SUBTLE
FORCE,

Mahatmaji in reply muid: “Yes I sgreo
that there is some danger of Batyagruh
degenerating intoe  sn evil force and
therefore becoming harmtul. Abuse of
n good thiug is alwuys possible especial-
ly of a ferce so powerful snd subitle as
Batyagrohn. X think in my discussian of
Butyagrabs ot Vykom 1 Lave diseussed
is a curscry masnor its fundamentule,
but I secept your sugyestions and s
saon aa I have a little le'sure I hope to
draw the ruleg which in my opinion are
bindiag upon every Satyagruhi’’,
~ Iu the conrae eof & eonversation will
Measrs. K. Madbvan Nalr gand Kurur
Neelaxantan Nawmbudripud, who eonsti-
tute the Vykem Deputntion, they gave
me to undératund that they had thres
to four lomg interviaws with Mshutmaii
and Lad discussed the question thread:
bure.  They represented the whole easo
as well as they eould, whielh Muhutmnii
listened to with kis charectesintie pa-
tiewes and politeness. They eaid to nic
that thoy. were setlefled with Mahatma-
§i's shatemeut amd wers econfldent that
it would seliffy workers and asympu-
thisers in Kerglun and the Madrys Pre-
sideney. Muhatshafi smnpkos'sed self.ro-

Yiunce and solf-suficieney Involved in a

movement. ‘They wars afraid, they said,
that Muhulmaji might find ohjeetio: to

the Cougress Committes uadertaking thel

Untouchability movement as tt wua ro-
presented in some gwarters. They were
however, sutisfled thut there was ncid-
ing o the kind  Mabutmajr's very

cwphatic assertlon in that direction ral-
ccs ne uPprelicusions in that direction.

The DNepntution is returning to Vrkom

Batyagraha is becowlng

‘With regard to the Counell gmestion
Mahatmaji gave our represontutive to
understand that a full statement would
bo issued to tho prees in the course of
this week, Our  vepresentative under.
standy that Aakatmaji apd Bwarajist
leaders had had long and repeated Oon-
ferencos and the decison is practically
arrived at, Panditji 18 expocted t0 leave
for Simla for the Assembly session on
Wednesday and the much awaited state-
ment Wwill {n all probability be issued
on Wedneaday or Thursday, J .

THE DEPUTATION TO

MAHATMA.

(ASSOCIATED Pagss OF DNDIL)

COCHIN, May 19.

News has heen received from  ths
Vaikom Peputation now at Bombay that
they are continuing the interview With
Mr. Gandhi and that be has exPresssd
hix opinion that the Congress must
fight to a flnish with help from Madras
Pregideney.

E. V. R. NAICKER TO
DISOBEY ORDER,

Mr. E. V. Ramaawamy Naicker, who
has now taken echarge of leading the
camprign and who has been served with
an order of externment from XKottayam
District by the District Magistrate of
Kottayam has replied acknowledging
receipt of the order and refusing to
obey thp same, In the eouzse of the
reply he says:+*The primary gondi-
tion for the success of Balyagraba is
non-violenco, peace and goodwill, It
iy therefore just to prevent violenes,
riot and affray that I eamo, stayed and
worked in Vatkom. I am eonvineed
that this is clear to  you from_ my
#peoches and sctivities. I am also con-
vinced that your order is intended to pr+-
vent me from my peaceful metivitiesand
somebow cause riot or affray and then to
kill the movement in a calculated man-
ner.
order.”

This s the third order served on Mr.
Naicker, the first two being orders pro-
hibiting him from addressing public
meetings in  Trivandrum and Quilon
districts. - Two policemen are now ac-
companying the voluntpers while they
are on their msareh dally, presumahly
to preveut their being amsaulted by the
townsmen, ' .

This help i3 given by the authoritics
Fonasked. ‘

MR. MATHEW BENTENCED,

" COCHIN, May 17.
Mr, Kuruviia
Congress Commitice Who was arrested
at Vykom the other ‘day, was put up
for trial before Mr.. Andi Pillai, 1st
Class Magistrate  Kottayam, and was
convicted and sentenced to 3 months
slmple imprisonment. He has since becn
removed to Centexl Jajl, Trivandrum.
PRSI '

MR, PANIKKER'S VIEWS,

Mr., K. M, Panikkar writes:—

The course of Vycom Satyvagraha: is
being watehed with deep interest all
over India. Receut contreversies in
the Press bave done n‘wch to clarify ihe
issue und aftes Mahatmaji’s. illumina-
ting remacks In “Young Indis”, Y do not

eondueted with more understandinig of
the orthodox positinn and Ju stricter ae:
cordance with Mabatmajl’s feaching. I
agree that failure at Vycom would be
n disnstrous blow to the cause of pro-
gress and hence 2 great responsibility
lies an the Batyagraha committes in
having v consider the whole situation
in the light of Malutmaji's opinions, I
do mnot think cven thg
Cemmittee will question his right  to
define the true naturc of Satyagraha and
to luy down conditions under which
alone it should be undertaken. If they
do not deny this, then the posiilon Is
rlear.  He bhas doclarcd:—(i) that as
the problem of uptetehavility has
nothing to do with non-Hindu Communi-
ties the struggle should be coudueted

solely by Hindus, without as much as
touching even the money given by
Christians, Muslima aud others.

(2). 'Fhat the Congrese should not

take the lead In Batyagrgha in an In-
dian Btate. .

(3) That the problem should be loca-
limed.

The Satyagraba Comvmittee bae the
eption of their disclaiming  Mahatma
Osudhi and making the struggle am in-
dependent one or of nccepting his con-
ditiona. If by any chaunce they dec!de
on the former coursg, wheil is most
unlikely, they would, I am afraid, fer.
feit the sympathy of the whole eountry.
1f they deride to accept hiy adriee then
their course is eany enough. T hope mo
question of false pride would stand in
the way of the Congreas Committee fin-
mediutely retiring from direet partiei-
pution in the fight, The Untouchubi-
lity Committee may be re-coustituted
ne an independent body which with the
adviee of Jeading Gongress Workers in
Keraln will ¢carry on the fight. The o-
ealization of the problem should alse be
immedintely effected and the gervicea of
these generous leaders lixe Sjit. E. V.-
Ramascamy Naleker who showed ¢ 17
sge, entdusiasm, wnd sympathy by
shouldering in part the responsibilify of
the agitation should be avalled of only
in an advisory vapacity. = Kerala owes
them u deep debt of gratitude but we
alono must stfer for our sing and how.
ever gencrously their services may be
offered it would be-dishonrourable en sur
yart if we accepted them. :

False analogias Jtke the attitude of
the Congress towards the Khilafai ques-
tien and the Akali sitagtion end the
euthusiasw, generuted in the publie mind
Ly early surceazes of the movement
were responkible for these unhappy mis-
tnkas.  Now sinece Mahatmaji bas clear.
iy explainod his position I feel certain
that the Committee will realise  the
mistake of baving attempted to start a
Sutyugruha under the lead of the Con-
greas In an ludian Stale wnd to convert
u Joesl iseue into an All-India affair. T
can culy repeat what I said before

thevgh it wos nol pulatable then either

Bo I feel hound to disobey the-

Mathew, Begrotary, |

think ihete i room for doubt that it
ths movemcwnt is to succced it must Le

Untouchability |

—— e Cie -

to the Batyagraha Committee or to the
joeal Congress aunthorities.  The issue
muet Le loculised as far as poseible to
Travancore, won-Hindy pérticipation
should be disallowed HUWI outside help
reduced tv & minimum. Only in such
8 ease could the fight be continued to
a muicceasful issue. ‘

I shall only add ome word about the
Akali kitchen., Mahstmaii is ewphatic
on thig point. MHe wants the kitchen
withdrawn, Originally when I had not res.
lised its implications I suggested to Bar.
dars Amar Bingh ef Jhabbal snd Man-
ga] Bingh that u lungar way be opened
at Vycom. They sgreed to it and the
sugrestion was formaly wade by me to
the 5.G.P.C., and it was seeepted, I
wired Mahatmajl about it sand left for
Bombay the next day. At Jubu Ma-
hatmaji expressed his strong disapproval
of the etep and I wired immediately to
Barder Manga} Bingh noat to sead the
kitchen and to the Batysgraha Com-
mittee at Cochin to wire the 8.G.P.C,
,declining the offer with thanks, men-
tioning in both c¢uses that Mahatmafl
had expressed dleapproval. Before my
telegrom reached Amritaer the jatha had
left and when I came buek from Bom.
Yay I heard thut the Batyagruia Com.
niittee; insted of dotlining the offer with
thunks bad seut a Jong telegram  ex-
presiiug their profennd gratitude. As
Mahatmaji has in the earrent nuniber of

“Young Indin’’ expressed hia
Iope that . the Akali
kitehen - would be withdrawg, 1

theught that all the faets ¢onnected with
the B.G.P.C.’s offer should be made
known to the publie. .
May T, hefors closing this Jatter, ap-
pesl again to the leaders of the mave.
ment at Vycom to weigh well the fac-
ters {hat are at play and continue the
struggle within the strict limitg sel by

Mahatmaji.
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