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Speech by Shri Rahul Gandhi 
Programme on the occasion of Presentation of Certificate to the Newly Elected Congress 
President at All India Congress Committee, 24 Akbar Road, New Delhi 110011 
 
Smt. Sonia Gandhi Ji,  
Dr. Manmohan Singh Ji,  
Motilal Vora Ji,  
Janardan Dwivedi Ji,   
Mullapally Ramachandran Ji,  
Madhusudan Mistry Ji,  
Bhubneshwar Kalita Ji,  
  
dkaxzsl ikVhZ ds gekjs lc usrk vkSj djksM+ksa dk;ZdrkZ & vki lcdk eSa fny ls cgqr cgqr Lokxr djrk 

gw¡A 

  
Like many Indians across the country, I am an idealist. I joined politics thirteen years ago because of 
my profound belief in this country, its people and its path ahead. I travelled constantly over the past 
years and have had the fortune to speak to many of you and like me you are also idealists.  
 
However, many of us are disillusioned today by the politics of our times. Because what we see 
before us is a politics devoid of kindness and truth. Politics belongs to the people, it is 
their greatest weapon in dismantling the structures that oppress, silence and disempower them.  
 
But today, politics is not being used in the service of the people, it is being used to crush them, not 
to lift them up. 
  
When I joined politics as a 34 year old, I came into this world having watched the generation before 
me fight the structures of oppression, the structures whose very fuel is lies and silence.   
 
When I entered politics 13 years ago I wished to be a part of the awakening that would transform 
India at home, by ensuring dignity for all its people, and in the world, where we would step into a 
role that resonated globally. 
 
Early on, I learned that the moment you challenge the structures of power to stand with the weak, 
the moment you announce that you stand for the poor, you are attacked and in order to defeat you, 
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they hit you on all fronts. They lie and they distort. Those in power in India today are shaped by 
the very structures that keep India poor. 
 
The Congress took India into the 21st century while the Prime Minister today is taking us 
backwards, to a medieval past where people are butchered because of who they are, beaten for what 
they believe and killed for what they eat. 
  
This ugly violence shames us in the world. Our country, whose philosophy and history is born out 
of love and compassion, is tarnished by such horror and no amount of hugs can repair 
the damage done to this great country of ours. 
 
This vision belongs to a time where people did not have the rights and freedoms that have made our 
country the profound entity it is – a time when people did not have voice, did not have the right to 
dissent, to disagree, to differ, to be.  
 
We are now being compelled to imagine that businesses can be built without harmony, that 
only one man, one man himself – is the voice of reason, that expertise, experience and 
knowledge can be cast aside for personal glory, that it is acceptable for our foreign policy to lie 
in tatters so that one man can feel strong, and that everything in fact is subservient to the leader’s 
personal image. 
 
These regressive forces don’t win because they are right, they do not win because they stand on the 
side of what is correct, they win because they are powerful. 
 
Their power is manipulative and distortive and it stains everything it touches. 
 
But I have realised over the last few years is that they attack the Congress and try to weaken us 
but they can only defeat us if we back down. Stand up to them -  and their anger and hatred 
makes all of you  and us stronger.   
 
We, in the Congress, will never back down and away from our promise to our country and 
our beloved people: our commitment to India’s past, its present and its future will stand today and 
evermore.  
 
And our commitment is this: we will defend the voice of every single Indian. We will never allow the 
democratic dreams and longings of our people, not one of them, to ever be silenced.  
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In this, I and all Congressmen and women, those who stand before us today and those who will rise 
in the times to come, will always stand strong.  
 
I want the Congress Party to become an instrument for dialogue between Indian people – all of us, 
from all corners of our great country, all religions, all ethnicities, all ages, genders and people – and 
for our dialogue to always be lead by love and affection.  
  
FkksM+k lk vc eSa fgUnh esa cksyuk pkgrk gwaA nsf[k, vkids lkeus mnkgj.k gS] ,d ckj vkx yx tkrh gS 

rks mls cq>kuk cgqr eqf”dy gksrk gSA ;gh ge chtsih ds yksxksa dks le>kus dh dksf”k”k dj jgs gSaA ,d 

ckj vkius ns”k esa vkx yxk nh] mldks cq>kuk cgqr eqf”dy gksrk gSA 

 

vkt chtsih ds yksx iwjs ns”k esa vkx vkSj fgalk dks QSykus dh dksf”k”k dj jgs gSa vkSj bldks jksdus ds 

fy, ge yksx ns”k esa flQZ ,d “kfDr gS & oks gS dkaxzsl ikVhZ dk I;kjk dk;ZdrkZ vkSj usrkA oks rksM+rs 

gS] ge tksM+rs gSA oks vkx yxkrs gSa] ge cq>krs gSaA oks xqLlk djrs gSa] ge I;kj djrs gSaA ;s QdZ gS & 

muesa vkSj geesaA vkSj] eSa dkaxzsl dk;ZdrkZvksa dks vkSj usrkvksa dks vkt vk”oklu nsuk pkgrk gwa] vki 

lc esjk ifjokj gks vkSj vki lc] pkgs vki ;qok gks] ;k cqtqxZ gks] dgha ls Hkh gks] vki lc esjs gks] vkSj 

eSa vki lcdks viuk iwjk I;kj] fny ls iwjk I;kj nwaxkA  

 

ns”k ds ;qokvksa ls eSa dguk pkgrk gwa fd ;s fganqLrku dh] tSls f}osnh th us dgk Grand Old Party gSa] 
exj vkus okys le; esa ge bls fganqLrku dh Grand Old and Young Party cukus tk jgs gSa vkSj eSa 

vkidks] lc ;qokvksa dks] pkgs vki dksbZ Hkh gks] eSa vkidks ,d invitation nsrk gwa & vki vkb,] ,d I;kj 

dk] HkkbZpkjs dk fganqLrku ,d lkFk cuk,saxsA Øks/k dh] xqLls dh jktuhfr ls ge yMs+xs vkSj mudks 

gjk,saxsA 

 

exj esjs fy, dakxszl ikVhZ dk tks dk;ZdrkZ gSa] tks ikVhZ dh fopkj/kkjkvksa dks vius [kwu ilhus ls ns”k 

ds gj xkao] gj “kgj rd igqapkrk gSa] laxBu esa mldh j{kk djuk esjh ftEesnkjh gSA vkSj] eSa vkidks 

vk”oklu nsuk pkgrk gwa fd vkus okyh dkaxzsl ikVhZ esa vkidh vkokt iwjs fganqLrku esa lqukbZ nsxh vkSj 

mldks ge lqusaxsA 

  
The Congress is an ancient idea.  
 
The BJP would have you believe that they are the oldest idea in the universe. As usual, that is not the 
truth. In India there are two ideas that have historically clashed: the idea of the self versus the idea of 
the other. The BJP are soldiers fighting for the self: How much can they have? How 
can they protect their power? And how can they stop others from taking what they think is theirs?  
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We, the Congress, have always been guided in service of our community of brothers and sisters. We 
fight for everyone, for all those in the periphery, all those relegated to the fringes.  
 
 
We fight for those who cannot fight alone and our struggle has always been one of brotherhood and 
of love. This defence of our fellow man was the spirit of the freedom movement and it remains 
the lifeblood of our party today. 
 
We consider the BJP our brothers and sisters, even though we do not agree with them. They want 
an India free of Congress, they want to erase us but the Congress’s inclusion and 
respect for all Indians extends even to the BJP. We do not fight hate with hate.  
 
The Congress has met and will always meet our challenges and struggles with love and affection. 
They crush voice, we allow the most vulnerable to sing. They defame, we respect 
and defend. They might control the structures of power, the machinery of silence and fear but, we in 
the Congress, we are the bastion of the people. It is in this service that my idealism, your idealism 
and our hope for politics always rests. 
 
In the 13 years that I have served in politics, I have had the honour of listening and learning from 
my elders, Dr. Manmohan Singh Ji, Congress President Sonia Gandhi Ji and others on the stage and 
my friends who have shown India democracy with dignity. Thank you for your lessons and your 
guidance.  
 
I am humbled by all the people who have stood here before me, not only those in the position of 
Congress President, but all Congress workers and leaders who have fought and died for 
our beautiful country. It is with the utmost humility, the deepest humility that I accept this position, 
knowing that I will always be walking in the shadow of giants. 

Thank you 


